


 
• Phillip Starr Building, Muckleshoot Reservation  
• Address: 39015 SE 172nd, Auburn, WA 98396 

 
• On SR164 between Auburn & Enumclaw 



• Agencies’ increased awareness  of 
Repatriation Laws & Inventories,  Cultural 
Laws & Compliance  
MIT Consultation 
• Beginning reviewed of 50- 100 projects  
• TODAY - over 500 projects and growing 
 

 RESULTING 
IMPACT: 
Increasing  State 
Cultural Studies 
& Site 
Protection 
 

Gathering at Mule Springs 



 



Preservation Committee 
Mark James, Chair (TC) 

Louis Ungaro (TC) 
Dennis Anderson, Sr. 

Melvin Daniels 
Jackie Swanson 
Willie Murphy 

Val Bellack 
 

Melissa 
Calvert,  ATOM 

Laura Murphy, 
 Archaeologist 

Mitchell Courville, Monitor 

Warren KingGeorge,  
Tribal Historian 

Donna Hogerhuis, 
Collections Specialist 

LeOta Berry, Preservation Program 
Assistant 



History & 
Cultural 

Resources  

Collections, 
Exhibits & 
Repository 

Site 
Protection & 
Compliance 

Repository- 
NPS 36CFR Part 97.4 - Definitions  

• Museum Professional 
• Professional Archaeologist 

 
 

 

Laura 

Warren 

Donna 



 
Ethnology Archives 

Reference 
Library Archaeology 



Processing 
Rooms 



1. Tribally Owned 
2. Privately Owned 

– Loans 
– Tribal Member Deposits  

3. Publicly Owned - Held in Trust 
 

Each type discussed in our Collections Policy  





 

Criteria for acceptance 
• TC Approval 
• Materials associated with the prehistory, 
history, and culture of the Tribe 
• Available space 



36 CFR 79.8 Terms of Contracts, MOA 



NPS 36 CFR  - 
79.9 Curatorial Standards of Facilities  

Who has the Authority to determine that a 
repository meets Federal Standards 

 
 

MIT  - Physically Inspected since 2007 
 

•  NPS & BIA Certified inspector - Chuck James 
•  Inspected May 3, 2013 - next in 2 years or 
per MOA 



 Access (complies with 36CFR 79.10) 
Conditions of Access 
 
• Muckleshoot Tribal Members welcome 
• Non-Tribal requests available by appointment only, form 
• Approval of Preservation Program ATOM 
• Closed Storage 
• Photography & photocopy pre-authorization  
• No smoking, eating, or drinking 
• MIT Preservation Program citation in any  
published work 
 
Researchers Code of Ethics 
 

Harold Moses 



Some ISSUES 
1. Consult with local tribal historians & museums  
prior to writing cultural reports and location for 

Curatorial Services 
 

– To increase accuracy in reports on Tribe’s 
History 

– Awareness of a Tribe’s storage facilities & 
desire to house collections found 

– Requirement in NPS 36 CFR 97.6: Methods to 
Secure Curatorial Services 
 

 
 

 

 

2. Getting the word out - MIT is a Repository for Federal, State and Local Collections 
 
3.      Need to find the funding for comparative studies & interpretive research of 

archaeological sites & found collections 
 

Louise “Doc” Starr 
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